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Japonisme: Japanese Influence on French Art 1854-1910 examines in 
paintings^ prints^ and decorative arts the impact of Japanese art on France 
in the last half of the 19th century. 

Beginning as a fashionable vogue in the 1850s ^ Japonisme in the following 
decades grew into a movement of major proportions^ touching virtually all the 
French visual arts^ and serving as a source of inspiration for both Impressionism 
and Art Nouveau. 

Under the stimulus of Commodore Matthew C. Perry’s 1854 voyage to Japan^ 
the doors of the country were thrown open to all Western nations. Throughout 
the 1850s and 1860s^ art objects poured into the West. In France, artists and 
collectors were the first to be seduced by Japanese imagery. Painters such 
as Degas and Gauguin assimilated the concepts of Japanese prints in their own 
work. And in some cases, printmakers and decorative designers were in advance 
of the painters in their use of Japanese iconography. 

A similar wave of interest spread through the world of music, and was 
especially noticeable in the works of Ravel, Debussy, and Rimsky -Korsakov. 

Like their counterparts in the visual arts, these composers were deeply affected 
by what they saw of Japanese art, and translated their responses into their 
own mode of expression. 

The exhibition of Japonisme will include more than 300 objects loaned 
from public and private collections in Europe and the United States. Among 
them will be work by anonymous or little known artists as well as prints and 
paintings by Manet, Whistler, Degas, Pissarro, Renoir and Van Gogh; decorative 
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objects by Lalique; ceramics and glassware by Bracquemond and Baccarat, exhibit- 
ed alongside the Japanese art which so influenced them. 

Japonisme has been organized by the Cleveland Museum of Art, under the 
direction of Gabriel P. Weisberg, Curator of Art History and Education, in 
cooperation with the Walters Art Gallery of Baltimore and the Rutgers University 
Art Gallery. 

The exhibition is supported by grants from the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities. It will open July 9, 
1975 at the Cleveland Museum and continue on view through August 31. 

From Cleveland Japonisme will travel to the Rutgers University Art Gallery 
for a showing October 4 through November 16, and to the Walters Art Gallery for 
exhibit December 10, 1975 through January 26, 1976. 
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For additional information, please contact Frances Stamper, The Cleveland 
Musetim of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; (216) 421-7340. 



